Algebra II
Journal Prompts 2012-2013

Write in your Journal at least once per week and respond to all my prompts. Include the question and your answer, along with the date written. You may email your Journal writings to me (dayoung7@gmail.com), but you should collect all your writings, throughout the year, and submit the complete set of writings each time they are requested.

1. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 20, 2012:
Explain what you think Algebra II is and give an example of Algebra II. Tell why you feel this way. How do you think this Algebra II class is different from Algebraic Connections, Honors Algebra II, AAT, and Algebra at the UofA@F?
2. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 27, 2012:
What’s up with the “Mother Function?” Why do we use it? Give an example.
3. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 4, 2012:
How did you do on the first exam? Why would you say such a thing? How will you prepare of the next one? Why? Do you plan to retest? Why?

4. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 10, 2012:

Compare and Contrast the Elimination method and the Substitution method for solving Linear Systems.

5. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 17, 2012:

What are your expectations for Exam 02? Why?
6. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 24, 2012:
Free Write. [Occasionally I what a Free Write in your Journal. So, in 140 characters or less say something that you think is relevant to Algebra II. This might include: some things you have learned, some things you are struggling with, vocabulary that you think relate to the course, things you think the teacher needs to know, etc.]
7. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 1, 2012:
What does Completing the Square do for us and name three other ways to satisfy that need.


8. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 8, 2012:
Would you like fewer homework assignments? Why? Would you like me to start punishing folks for late homework? Why?

9. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 15, 2012:
What do you want more of? Why? What do you want less of? Why?

First Journal (1-9) Due - October 15, 2012
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

KEEP your old Journal!
10. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 22, 2012:
Comment on my comments on your comments in your 1st Journal.


11. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 29, 2012:
Which of the Common Core: Eight Standards for Mathematical Practice do you think you are most facile with? Why?

12. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 5, 2012:
Now that you have seen Long Division and Synthetic Division of Polynomials, which do you prefer, assuming you had a choice? Why?

13. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 12, 2012:
Why -7 when x + 7? Elaborate on your rationalization.

14. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 26, 2012:
How did you do on the ACT Review? What does that mean you? Why?

15. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 3, 2012:
Free Write [See September 24, 2012]


16. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 10, 2012:
What ONE thing would you LIKE to see on the Fall Final? Why? 

What ONE thing would you HATE to see on the Fall Final? Why?

Second Journal (1-16) Due – December 14, 2012
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

KEEP your old Journal!


17. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 3, 2013:
Now that you have lived it, how do you feel about the use of Semester grading rather than 9-weeks?

18. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 7, 2013:
Why do you need to factor the denominator of a rational expression? Is that the only reason?
19. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 14, 2013:
Do you use the 3x5 card on your examinations? Is it useful? Why?
20. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 22, 2013:
When will you take the ACT again? Why? What are you doing to prepare for it? Why?

21. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 28, 2013:

Identify 3 of the 8 Mathematical Practices have you used in the last week. How?

22. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 4, 2013:

Describe your last Science Fair project. What mathematics did you use while doing it? Why?

23. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 11, 2013:
Compare and contrast Exams 07 and 08.
24. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 19, 2013:
How would you deal with being asked to answer a question you did not understand? Elaborate.

25. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 25, 2013:
Why one-to-one functions? Explain.




26. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 4, 2013:
Explain the relationship between the Domain and Range of a function and its inverse. Wonder why?


27. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 11, 2013:
If we were on a 9-weeks system, your current grade would be locked in for half of your semester work. How do you feel about this? Elaborate.

Third Journal (1-27) Due – March 15, 2013
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

KEEP your old Journal!


28. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 25, 2013:
Free Write [See September 24, 2012]

29. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 1, 2013:

Why do they call it the Unit Circle? List the patterns you see in the Unit Circle.

30. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 8, 2013:
When collecting data to determine the Experimental Probability of an event, how do you deal with additional trials, after you have calculated your probability? Explain why.


31. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 15, 2013:
How would you determine the probability of a student in you Algebra II class passing the Quiz over sections 11.2 and 11.3? Why would you say such a thing? 

32. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 22, 2013:

When calculating a probability, when do you add the probabilities of events, and when do you add them. How about subtraction?
33. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 29, 2013:
Do you plan to exempt my final? Why?
34. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 6, 2013:
If you were exempt from the Algebra II final, would you take the final anyway? Why?

Fourth Journal (1-34) Due – May 8, 2013 – Seniors ONLY!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


35. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 13, 2013:
Compare and Contrast Independent/Dependent events with Inclusive and Mutually Exclusive events.

36. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 20, 2013:
So, How was it for you? Explain.

Fourth Journal (1-36) Due – May 24, 2013 – Senior Wannabes ONLY!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


David A. Young

5/19/2013

