Secondary Technology Committee Meeting

1/20/2000

T2K

T2K teachers found that this month’s lesson shows more connection to the curriculum than those from last semester.  Rubrics were discussed but not created in conjunction with this month’s lesson on multimedia.  Thelma Tarver recommended that the STC find or devise rubrics to help teachers get a start in evaluating multimedia presentations.  She also asked that the next T2K day provide teachers practice in creating a multimedia lesson for use in the classroom to practice what they learned this month.  Gail Quillen agreed.  In the following two months, T2K teachers will create and publish their own classroom web pages.

Gail also clarified “ownership” of computers built by T2K participants.  T2K teachers can take the computers with them as they change rooms, but not as they change schools.  They do not, however, get to keep them if teachers all get new computers next year.

Hardware/Software

Ossie Campbell provided a contact at Gateway for pricing on Destination systems for possible grant proposals.  He advised that any purchase be of complete sets, as add-ons for the systems are priced much higher.  He also suggested considering multimedia projectors if those meet our needs.  Good projectors can now be purchased for $2000.

David F. Young reported that science lab carry-over money is being used to purchase software.

Proposed Tech Budget 2000-2003


The proposed tech budget is available on the district web site.


Members expressed concerns that FHS labs will no longer be staffed next year, as the proposed budget calls for 2 lab techs at FHS.  It was pointed out that last year’s forum with students on technology needs showed that the number one technology priority of students was staffing. Ideas for taking a stand included having students speak at a school board meeting, a letter from the FHS teachers to the school board, getting the word out through departments that the current funding for lab techs will be gone next year, and setting priorities for spending.  Labs might be configured differently next year, but they need to be fully staffed.


Gail presented the idea from the technology advisory board of paying bonuses for varying levels of computer competency, rather than paying teachers stipends for attending classes.  


STC members called for faculty representation on the technology advisory committee (which Quentin Schwarz once served on).

Technology Curriculum


The group recommended sending the draft of the secondary technology curriculum to the DSIC.

Labs


A new lab schedule for lunch will be e-mailed to all FHS staff.

Conference


Two STC members expressed interest in attending the Southwest Education and Technology Conference in Springfield in early March.  If more people are interested, a group might go by van.

Next meeting


The next STC meeting is scheduled for February 16 at 3:45 in the FHS Library.  One item on the agenda will be keeping or replacing PLATO.

